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me tell you that every single thing 
they touched prospered. They touched 
me. I wouldn’t be in Congress this day 
if it weren’t for Herman Russell, an Af-
rican American who dared to fight seg-
regation and reach across, and Carl 
Sanders, a White Governor, who, him-
self, fought and integrated the schools 
in Georgia when it was not popular. 

When I got ready to run for the State 
House, it was Herman Russell who I 
asked, Could you help me? 

He said, Yes, I will. Who have you got 
with you? 

I said, I have got Andy Young. I have 
got Maynard Jackson. I have got 
‘‘home run king’’ Hank Aaron. 

Then Herman said, Well, where are 
your White folks? 

I went, and the first door I knocked 
on was that of Governor Carl Sanders, 
who took me in and gave me a con-
tribution. He didn’t stop there. He even 
assigned two of his lawyers, Norman 
Underwood and Dale Schwartz, to get 
out into the community and help me. 
That is what Carl Sanders and Herman 
Russell mean. They built Atlanta the 
right way. 

When Pete Rozelle wanted the NFL— 
all of this while the civil rights move-
ment was churning, but in Atlanta, the 
NFL was coming—he picked up the 
phone and called Carl Sanders. Can you 
get me somebody there, Governor, who 
has got $5 million or $6 million? We 
will bring an NFL team to Atlanta. 
Carl Sanders got on the phone and 
called his old buddy at the University 
of Georgia. 

We thank God for Herman Russell 
and Carl Sanders. God bless Herman 
Russell and Carl Sanders, and God 
bless the United States of America. 

f 

IN NOBLE TRIBUTE TO SHERIFF’S 
DEPUTY DANNY OLIVER AND DE-
TECTIVE MICHAEL DAVID DAVIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on 
October 24, Sacramento County Sher-
iff’s Deputy Danny Oliver and Placer 
County Detective Michael David Davis 
were wantonly gunned down in one of 
the most cold-blooded rampages in the 
history of either county. By all ac-
counts these were exemplary law en-
forcement officers, fathers, husbands, 
sons, and neighbors. 

Deputy Oliver spoke his last words as 
he approached a car in a parking lot for 
the simple purpose of asking if he could 
help a couple who appeared to be lost. 

How is it going? he said. 
The gunman and his accomplice next 

gunned down a bystander who was too 
slow in turning over his car keys as the 
couple hijacked his car. Miraculously, 
the bystander survived a gunshot 
wound to the head but vividly remem-
bers the smile on the gunman’s face as 
he pulled the trigger. 

The next victim was Detective Mi-
chael Davis. You may have heard of 

him. On the very same date 26 years 
earlier, Michael Davis’ father was 
killed in the line of duty as a Riverside 
County Sheriff’s Deputy. Michael was 
16 years old at the time. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish there were some 
words of consolation to offer the griev-
ing families of Danny Oliver and Mi-
chael Davis, but there are limits to our 
language, and words fail us when they 
are the most needed, but I know this: 
that the esteem and gratitude that our 
communities hold for these two offi-
cers and the sympathy we feel for the 
terrible losses their families have sus-
tained could be seen most vividly and 
eloquently in the solemn faces of lit-
erally thousands of ordinary citizens 
who lined the funeral route for these 
officers or who stood silent vigil out-
side the church where they were 
mourned. 

As I looked at the law enforcement 
officers from throughout the country 
who had come to honor these fallen 
peace officers at their funerals, it oc-
curred to me that Deputy Oliver and 
Detective Davis and their many broth-
ers and sisters in law enforcement are 
the business end of all of the highest 
principles of this amazing Republic of 
ours—a society that proudly proclaims 
itself a nation of laws. 

We often speak of the rule of law, but 
who among us is willing to lay down 
our lives for it? Michael Davis was. 
Danny Oliver was. Because of their sac-
rifices, this rampage ended without a 
single civilian death. They protected 
us, but did we do everything we could 
to protect them? Their assailant had 
repeatedly entered this country ille-
gally. While here, he had been appre-
hended for committing other crimes 
and had been repeatedly deported, only 
to easily recross the border without 
even being challenged. That is a sub-
ject for another day. 

On this day, we should reflect on the 
agony of the Oliver and Davis families, 
who have lost devoted husbands and fa-
thers. We should reflect on the extraor-
dinary courage of our peace officers 
who bear growing and mortal risks 
every day to protect the peace that we 
too often take for granted. 

Michael Davis’ brother Jason eulo-
gized his older brother. Jason is also a 
Placer County Deputy and was on the 
scene only minutes after his brother 
had been shot. Their third brother, 
Christopher, had died in 1998 in an acci-
dent as he, too, had been preparing for 
a career in law enforcement. And 
Jason, who had been present 26 years 
before when his mother was told of his 
father’s death, who 16 years ago had in-
formed their mother of Chris’ death, 
and who days before had told her of Mi-
chael’s death, looked at his grieving 
mother and asked the question if all of 
their pain justified their family’s com-
mitment to law enforcement. Without 
hesitation, he answered, ‘‘Yes.’’ 

I don’t know where we get men like 
Danny Oliver and Michael Davis, but I 
know what we owe them. Of course, we 
owe them our gratitude and every 

honor that we can bestow upon them, 
but most of all, we owe it to them, to 
their families, and to their fellow offi-
cers to be just as devoted to the rule of 
law as they were. If we, the people, 
would do that, then we will have prov-
en Jason Davis right—that their ex-
traordinary devotion to these prin-
ciples is as justified as it is noble. 

f 

ON THE EVE OF A NUCLEAR DEAL 
WITH IRAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise this morning on what could be the 
eve of a nuclear deal with the Islamic 
Republic of Iran as U.S. and European 
and Iranian negotiators are going back 
to Vienna for a final round of talks. 

With so much of the region in tur-
moil right now, it seems hard to imag-
ine that we could be on the verge of, 
arguably, the most important diplo-
matic achievement in the Middle East 
in recent U.S. history. The leadership 
of President Obama, the tenacity of the 
U.S. negotiators, and the determina-
tion of President Rouhani and his team 
have set the stage for a landmark 
agreement that would turn the page on 
decades of distrust, dissension, and 
cynicism. 

Here is what the nuclear deal would 
mean: a profound reduction in the dec-
ades-long tension between Iran, the 
U.S., and our allies that has set us on 
a path to war; a contained Iranian nu-
clear program with verifiable, inter-
nationally accepted limits; meaningful 
sanctions relief that bolsters Iran’s 
flagging economy and allows U.S. busi-
nesses access to a potentially vibrant 
market; finally, an opening for a broad-
er understanding between the U.S. and 
Iran, as well as an opportunity to work 
with Iran as an ally in the fight 
against ISIS. 

Like all compromises, there may be 
parts of this deal that Americans won’t 
like, and there may be parts of this 
deal that Iranians won’t like, but such 
is the definition of cooperation—work-
ing together for something meaningful 
and building momentum toward a solu-
tion even when the easiest option is to 
get up and walk away. 

President Obama deserves enormous 
credit for his steely resolve in pursuit 
of a nuclear deal, especially in the face 
of those hoping he will fail. If we do 
not reach a nuclear accord next week, 
if a deal is delayed, or if, heaven forbid, 
the talks collapse, I believe President 
Obama is still owed our thanks. 

It has become fashionable around 
these halls and certainly in the media 
these days to deride the 44th President, 
to call him ‘‘aloof’’ when he acts me-
thodically or to threaten impeachment 
when he acts decisively to promote the 
best interests of the American people. 
The fact that he has the audacity to 
try with persistence and openness, in 
the face of withering doubt from 
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friends and allies, is a mark of a true 
statesman. Many in this Chamber have 
already raised their strong objections, 
as we have recently heard, to a poten-
tial deal, and they make no secret of 
their thinking of President Obama as 
being on a fool’s errand, but I am re-
minded of what Teddy Roosevelt said 
of leadership. 

He said: 
Credit belongs to the man who is actually 

in the arena, whose face is marred by dust 
and sweat and blood . . . who, at the best, 
knows, in the end, the triumph of high 
achievement and who, at the worst, if he 
fails, at least fails while daring greatly so 
that his place shall never be with those cold 
and timid souls who seek neither victory nor 
defeat. 

President Obama deserves credit for 
what he is doing, and we wish him God-
speed in the negotiations as they come 
to their near end. 

f 

b 1045 

CONDEMNING ISIS ATTACK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
THOMPSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to offer my 
deepest condolences to the parents of 
Peter Kassig, a former Army Ranger, 
Iraq veteran, and humanitarian aid 
worker who was murdered in cold blood 
by mass cowards, representing the so- 
called Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. 

These barbaric acts are those of cow-
ards who have unleashed terror 
throughout the desert in western Syria 
and northern Iraq. They have mas-
sacred entire villages, beheaded fami-
lies, and sold women and children into 
slavery. ISIS blows up history it does 
not agree with and sells artifacts to 
fund its rampage. 

Now, I condemn this attack and all 
attacks against the innocent and call 
for neighboring countries to become 
more actively engaged in defeating this 
threat. Not only is ISIS a threat to sta-
bility in the region, acts like these 
have shown that they are a threat to 
peace-loving people across the globe. 

They have brainwashed thousands of 
young individuals and have set their 
eyes on preparing a new generation of 
terrorists. Last week, ISIS even an-
nounced a partnership with al Qaeda. 

To quote Ed and Paula Kassig, 
Peter’s parents, ‘‘Good will prevail.’’ 
Fortunately, some have stepped up to 
fight the spread of ISIS. Our brave men 
and women in the U.S. Air Force and 
Navy have led an incredible and effi-
cient bombing campaign against ISIS 
targets, halting their advance. 

Kurdish Peshmerga forces have 
gained ground and have been an effec-
tive fighting force. Iraqi forces have or-
ganized and began an offensive to re-
take lost territory. There has been 
progress, but more needs to be done to 
secure the region. 

Despite clearly evil acts by ISIS, 
there are good people pushing back 

who have risked everything to help 
those most affected. Aid workers and 
volunteers have gone into the war-torn 
portions of Syria and Iraq to help pro-
vide assistance and hope to those most 
affected. These workers have provided 
food, water, first aid, and support. 

Peter Kassig did the right things. He 
helped the helpless. He aided the de-
prived. He treated the wounded. Be-
cause he did these things, Peter and 
others became targeted by ISIS. 

We should look at the examples set 
by Peter Kassig and not forget the self-
lessness he embodied. 

f 

CONNECTICUT VETERANS HALL OF 
FAME 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow night in Hartford, Connecticut, 
at the State capital, there will be a sol-
emn annual event, where 10 veterans 
are inducted into the Connecticut Vet-
erans Hall of Fame. 

This is a ceremony which dates back 
to 2005 in which 10 veterans are hon-
ored by the State of Connecticut. One 
of the 92 veterans that are on the rolls 
is President George Herbert Walker 
Bush who hails, of course, from the 
State of Connecticut. 

Again, it honors not only their serv-
ice, where they wore the uniform of our 
Nation, but also for their work after 
they left the service, to help the over 
200,000 veterans that reside in the State 
of Connecticut. 

For the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of eastern Connecticut, it is a par-
ticularly proud night because six of the 
10 hail from the Second District. I 
would argue that this is no coinci-
dence. 

This is the home of the largest oper-
ating military installation in New Eng-
land with the Groton Submarine Base 
and, as was recently described by the 
Hartford Courant, had the highest con-
centration of Iraq and Afghanistan war 
veterans, again, because of the great 
patriotism and sense of duty that I 
think is a part of the fabric of that 
great part of our State. 

I would like to briefly describe these 
six gentlemen and have their names en-
tered into the RECORD. Edward Francis 
Atkins, known as Bud, from Oakdale, 
Connecticut, served 40 years in the 
Navy. A former submariner, he men-
tors students at the Naval Submarine 
School. Bud is a respected leader with-
in the submarine force and a command 
master chief petty officer, retired, and 
for the last 4 years has been on the se-
lection panel to identify outstanding 
sailors who are the best of the best in 
the submarine force. 

He is now heading up the Groton 
Subvets chapter which, again, helps 
the 8,000 sailors that live in that com-
munity. He will be hard at work at 
Thanksgiving, serving meals to make 
sure that those sailors have some of 

the comforts of home while they are 
serving their Nation. 

Samuel Baez of Waterford, Con-
necticut, served as a Navy chaplain 
during Vietnam, conducting the memo-
rial service in Da Nang for the first 
Marine casualties of the war. Those 
seven names are still memorialized on 
the first panel of the Vietnam Memo-
rial here in Washington. Since he re-
tired, he has continued to counsel vet-
erans around the world and serves as a 
counselor and parental sponsor to 
Coast Guard cadets who are attending 
the Coast Guard Academy in New Lon-
don, Connecticut. 

Edmond Clark of Madison, Con-
necticut, served our Nation in Vietnam 
as a marine, and after earning his law 
degree, he has provided legal assistance 
free of charge to help veterans receive 
the benefits they receive through their 
service. 

It is not well-known that the VA caps 
legal fees at $10 for any veteran who 
challenges a disability ruling. Mr. 
Clark has brushed aside that restric-
tion and, again, represented veterans 
free of charge to make sure that they 
get the benefits they deserved. 

Maurice Collin of Coventry, Con-
necticut, a Marine Corps Vietnam vet-
eran, served as a veteran service officer 
in the Office of Advocacy and Assist-
ance in the Connecticut Department of 
Veterans Affairs. He was selected to 
serve as acting commissioner for a pe-
riod of time. 

Since his retirement from State gov-
ernment, he has continued to con-
tribute his time to veterans. He pro-
vides volunteer driving assistance to 
disabled veterans in eastern Con-
necticut to their medical appointments 
and supervises the clothing donation 
program at the Newington VA hospital. 

Robert Getman of Old Lyme, Con-
necticut, will be inducted post-
humously today. He served 30 years in 
the Coast Guard. After his retirement 
in 1984, he went on to serve as the di-
rector of the Veterans Home in Rocky 
Hill, and for 10 years, he worked vigor-
ously to rehabilitate, educate, and 
place veterans into careers. 

Finally, Gerry Wright of Bolton, Con-
necticut, my neighbor, served two 
tours in Vietnam in the Army and 
later, as a member of the Army Na-
tional Guard, served in Operation 
Desert Storm. Since retiring in 1999, 
Gerry has been everywhere, helping 
veterans all across Connecticut. 

He devotes his time to various vet-
erans service organizations helping 
veterans in many ways, collecting care 
packages for Connecticut servicemen 
overseas, and he has faithfully at-
tended every sendoff and welcome 
home ceremony for the Connecticut 
National Guard at the Hartford State 
Armory over the last few years. 

The hard work of these men, com-
bined with their unfailing dedication to 
service, even after leaving the mili-
tary, exemplifies the greatest at-
tributes of the American spirit. Be-
cause of their continued service, the 
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